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I. 



DISCOURSE. 



PSALM LXXXIT — 1, 2. 

^How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts! My soul 
longeth, yea, even fidnteth for the coXirts of the Lord : my heart and 
my flesh cry aloud for the living God." 

The occasion, upon which we are assembled, is 
one of deep interest to religious minds, and particu- 
larly so to the christian society, that has erected this 
spacious and beautiful edifice for the social and public 
services of religion. We meet here, this day, to de- 
dicate this house to the Most High God ; to implore 
his acceptance of the offering ; to supplicate his bles- 
sing, and particularly that he would make tha^^ea^t 
of every one, who may worship here, a temple for 
his holy spirit to dwell in. 

The emotions, which the occasion naturally excites, 
are not unaptly expressed in the passage just read. 
^ The psalm, from which it is taken. Was written, it is 
supposed, immediately after the completion of the 
temple at Jerusalem. By whom it was composed it 
is not certainly known. It is however the devout 
effusion of a heart, aspiring after the worship of God 
and eager to enter the sanctuary where it may offer it. 

With feelings, I hope not unlike those which ani- 
mated the author of this psalm, we have entered this 
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temple ; and as we are about to dedicate it to relig- 
ious and moral purposes, a brief and simple statement 
of some of the^e purposes may not be inappropriate 
to the present occasion. 

1. To the 'inquiry >iwhat meao-ye by this ser- 
vice ?" We reply, that our first and great purpose is 
to dedicate this house to the worship of the only true 
God ; the self existent, eternal, immutablefJehovah. 
That worship is due to him, who made, upholds 
and governs all things ; the almighty, all wise, infin- 
itely just and good, a|[id ijpon whon^ ^11 entirely de- 
pend ; that be should be acknowledged and honoured 
l^ his jif^telligent creature^, fn t^i^r ^pcial, ^s wpU, as 
in tkpbr ifi^jvidaal character, ps tl^eir p^eator om} pre* 
§Bfvefy ^hi^r benefactor and disposer, an^ that hp is 
eijititljpd to the\t highest vepprat|oii ap4 lo^9i ; to their 
gr^ti^ude -7pd praise ; to tji^eir trust, subniissiaii and 
pI)^ienco, i? a 9e|itiipeat jisivers^Uy oongeqial tP th^ 
Jhui^a;if fieart* 13[^L^?tr the id^^ fif God is fofipd, 
jy^^j^argi?!^^ evep »wopg the iRpst ignorant 
ftfld tiail??rQU? pppplp, fpnns qS feJ^iooR worship i 
which, though in many instances, absuf^, j^aiply in- 
diqa^e a ^a^Hrft} feeiipg pf obligjjitiop to hoapu? him. 
It s«rd(y is a sentiment, aeoor4ins with th« nature^ 
wHictj w^ ^TO receiy^^l, ami corrpspon^iflg to die 
chpn^ter of thpdiviw being 3b4 to tfce r^I^tiop, which 
\\e sustains to=?i^?ir€te us, t^at be, whp has ep^PW^ U9 
witbipteHpctupJ 9»4 Moral f^pultiess, by wWcb wp are 
HWttle capable -of discarnipg tr^th, of eiupyiflg it? 
expellence ppd bpa»ty, and of applying i^ t& tba pro- 
xmim of pur imprpvemppt and h^ioefs, should 
hit!i*lf fep thp subjoet of pxir higbp»t iat^ltectuftl 



exercises, of our mosit dwo^t coot9mplatioiis{ diat 
the afiectioQs, with wluch b^ hm dptJb^d m, skmU go 
fojth supremely to biio» whQ k tbe ehief good and the 
(sour^oe of a}i blesdng ; that w^ sb#uld r^erate his 
majesty and boUnen^^ luis jii^tlce and truth; sstmd in 
awe of his potver, cwMe h hi9 mercy and hre^ bd 
gratafii} for his Undn^9 9f4 condescenfiioo, and praise 
him for fiU that he is in hwself and for all his good-^ 
ness to his intjsliigextf off$priiig« To him are we 
indebted tor our very eapaeity of happiness^ and for 
all the provision that is made ito fill it To him we 
owe all that inspires the heart with hdpe ; that fills it 
with gladneas, that cheers and enlivens, present exis- 
tence and makes an eternal being.infinitely desirable. 

This house, then, we dedicate first of all to the 
worship of Him, ^^in whopi life Jive, and move and 
haw our beingf^\ Here do. we hope frequemly to 
repair, to dilate oux mind;^ with devoi^t contemplations 
of the divine majesty { to expand and enliven our 
conceptions of his glorious perfections; to bow in 
humhle .adoration oitheform&r of our hodiesytiu father 
qfaur spirits ; the author of all good, and the sove* 
reign disposer of all things. Here may the heart, 
inspired by these contemplations, with holy love and 
filial confidence, breathe out its desires; pour forth 
allits emotions and joyfully consecrate it^lf to his 
service and surrender itself to his disposal. 

When public or private prosperity fills the soul 
with joy, here may God be gratefully acknowledged, 
as the source of it and the tribute of sincere praise be 
offered to his name. 

In reasons of darkness and perplexity,, of afflictioji 
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and trial, here may his children spread before him 
their cares and anxieties, their wants and sorrows, and 
humbly look to him for guidance, support and blessmg. 

In the hours of conviction and penitence, when 
conscience is awakened and the burden and baseness 
of sin are deeply felt and bewailed, here may the 
sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart be offered up, 
reconciliation with God earnestly sought and his for- 
giveness and grace believingly implored. 

When the mind, worn down by the secular cares 
and business, which have harassed it during the six 
days of the week, eagerly hails the dawn of the 
Sabbath, that it may then give itself to loftier and 
holier meditations ; or when the heart, tired with 
beholding the vanities of a world, in which it has found 
little suited to its desires, but much to disquiet and 
disgust it ; or when, through the withering influence 
of earthly things, our faith has become weak, and our 
hopes dim, our religious ofierings have grown languid 
and cold, the soul sick for want of spiritual nourish- 
ment, and " the things that remain in us are ready to 
die :" — ^to this sanctuary may we then come, and in 
its religious ofierings and services feel our minds set 
free from all low and earthly concerns, enlarged and 
refreshed with new and glorious views of God and 
of divine truth. Here may the heart find access tr 
the throne of grace, and in holy and intimate commi 
nion with its heavenly father enjoy that peace, whic 
the world never has yielded. Here may there be c 
tained new, satisfying and influential views of ti 
and duty. Here may good purposes be awakei 
and confirmed ; love to God, to the Saviour and 



mankind be kindled and increased. Here may our 
hopes be brightened, our zeal and our obedience ani- 
mated, and here may those pure and inward joys be 
felt; which are both a foretaste and pledge of heaven- 
ly felicity. 

When the performance of such religious duties and 
the enjoyment of such religious privileges and plea- 
sures are associated with the idea of the object for 
which this house is erected, how readily does the de- 
vout heart exclaim, in the language of the text, ^^ How 
amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts! My 
soul longethj yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lord:^ 

2. Another purpose, for which this house is to be 
dedicated, is the propagation of truth, especially relig- 
ious and moral truth, and the instruction of those, who 
may resort here, in every thing relating to their duty, 
their interest and their happiness. Truth is the pro- 
per .object of the mind and religious and moral truth 
is that, which, of all other, most deeply concerns us. 
The only legitimate sources, from which this truth is 
derived are the volumes of nature and revelation. 
These, having the same author, are considered as 
entitled to the same credit; since it is incontro- 
vertible that the God of truth cannot contradict 
in one mode of communication to his intelligent 
creatures what he has made known to them in 
another. The Saviour himself appeals to the judg- 
ment of reason to confirm the truths, which he 
revealed. To guard however against any misappre- 
hension, as to the latitude, in which the sentiments 
now expressed is to be taken, it may be well to 
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)\ reihark, that the uttcorhipte^ ahd^ unbiaisfjed dictates 

yi of reason, it is believed, do always accoid with truth 

, \ in reFation' to all those thingi^, which are made known 

^ to u^^ or Whicb come Within' our comprehension. 

There are however many things above our compre- 
hension, and there are many^ tilings^ the kn^wle^e of 
which' is important fo us, but which reason aloiie 
couFd' not^have discov^r^l Of the truth or fdsehoodj^ 
the fitness or unfitness of these things, while they re-» 
main unknown or uncomprehehded^ reason' ^aii affirm 
nothing with ciertainty: THis' insufficiency of reason^ 
^ Aough it Be a good argument for the necessity^ of re- 

i, velation, does not derogate in the least from the trutii 

and' authority of that unbiassed judgment, which it 
pronounces^ With resfpect to those things, which are 
fairly presented to our minds and fully lindferstood by 
us. Reason therefore, in the right use of it j is a true, 
although it be not a sufficient guide. 

Disclaiming, thenj all* other authority in matter^i 
pertaining to religion and' morality than the revelation'^ 
y which God has made and the reason with which he 

/v has endbwed^us ; to this house, do we hope to resort, 

to offer our' mindS* to the light and' our^ hearts to the 
influence t)f that thith^ which God, from these sdurces*, 
may graciously shed upon them. Here may the Word' 
of €rodbe const^tljr read, clearly and correctly exs- 
plained; and affectionately and fidthfully enforced. 
As the bible, in our opinion, contaks the only system 
of religious and moral truth, which has evidence of 
divine origin, the sanction of divine authority, and t 
power of making men wise to salvation; may tl 
plan of salvation by Jesus Ghnstj which it reveals 



usy be fully and accurately unfolded ; the SaTiour, in 
his sublime and glorious character and offices, be 
affectionately and earnestly commended to the accep- 
tance, the love and the obedience of all. Here may 
the truths of his holy and benevolent religion be taught 
in their purity and simplicity, and urged upon<he 
attention, and scrutiny of every mind. May the 
docti*ines and precepts, the invitations and promises of 
the Saviour, be made to drop as the rain^ and distil 
as the dew. May his offers of salvation, with the 
conditions accompanying them, be presented and urged 
with all the force of argument and with all the ten- 
derness of persuasion. From the instructions and 
rules of the Saviour, and from the beautiful illustra- 
tion of them in his own perfect example, may all who 
come hither, learn every part of theix duty and under- 
stand in what their true perfection and happiness 
consist ; and here may they' yield their hearts to the 
impression of all those motives to a godly, ri^teou$ 
and sober life, which the devout consideration of the 
divine character and goodness, of the truths of the 
Gospel and of the character and life, the love and 
sufferings and death of Jesus Christ cannot fail to 
suggest. 

To make mankind wise and good, that they may 
be capable of everlasting life and happiness, was the 
great design of the Saviour's mission into the world. 
All that he taught, and did, and suffered, and is now 
doing, has this for its object, and this is the great 
end of God's mbral government of the world. This 
glorious object, will ultimately be accomplished. The 
time is coming, when " in the name of Jesus^ every 
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ibtee shall bowj and every tongue shall confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord^ to the glory of God the Father ; 
(Philips. II. 15) when all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of God.^^ 

To contribute something towards the fulfilment of 
these glorious predictions, this house is erected, and 
now to be dedicated to the promotion of true piety 
and goodness. Here may the darkness, which over- 
shadows the ignorant, be dispelled ; the errors of the 
perverted corrected, and the unbelieving convinced. 
Here may the thoughtless and impenitent be awaken- 
ed, genuine sorrow for sin produced, and multitudes 
be led seriously to think of their ways and to turn 
their feet unto God^s testimonies. When, through the 
impression made upon the heart by God's word, or 
providence or spirit, it is led to feel the burden of sin, 
and to aspire to the character and bressedness of the 
children of God, here may it believingly and accepta- 
bly pour fourth its confessions and prayers, and feel a 
good hope through grace^ of the forgiveness and favour 
of God springing up, and by a faithful use of all the 
means of religious and moral improvement, which here 
may be enjoyed, be made to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge and imitation of Jesus Christ, unto the 
stature of christian perfection. 

3. Another purpose included in the object for 
which this house is to be dedicated, is the enjoyment 
and the defence of the rights of conscience and of re- 
ligious liberty. By the rights of conscience and relig- 
ious liberty I mean, not only the right to form our own 
judgment of what is truth ; to interpret the Sacred 
Scriptures for ourselves, unawed and uncontrolled t 
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any human authority, but also the liberty of freely 
expressing our religious opinions, and of acting in 
conformity to them, without being subjected, on their 
account, to injurious imputations and unkind treat- 
ment, so long as we do not infringe upon the rights 
of others, and so long as our temper and life are, in 
the main, irreproachable. This liberty is not only a 
natural right, but the assertion, and (if possible) the 
enjoyment of it is a duty, which we owe to God, to 
his truth and to ourselves. 

It is a natural right. Reason, to every person, 
whom God has endowed with it, is the faculty provi- 
ded for him by his Creator, by which his mind is to 
be informed and his conduct regulated. It is the 
only judge of truth of whose authority he feels the 
conviction, and the only guide of conduct, in whose 
directions his mind feeit compelled to acquiese. All 
that he reads and all thift lie hears must pass in review 
before the tribunal of his own mind, before he can 
rationally assent to or dissent from it. 

It is therefore, an unalienable right. We cannot 
surrender it. As well might a person expect to see 
with another's eyes, or be conveyed by another's feet, 
as to have his opinions formed and his faith deter*- 
mined by the decisions of another's reason. And 
further, the right of private judgment in matters of 
religion and the liberty of expressing that judgment 
and of acting agreeably to it, may be shown by argu- 
ments drawn from the consideration of the nature of 
faith. Faith is the principle of all revealed religion. 
It is by faith that its truths are received, and through 
faith, are their authority and influence felt. Now 
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feith) (x$nsidered as an iatellectoal act, is the con- 
fiction of the mind of the truth of any proposition 
{nresented to it, which it clearly understands, produced 
by evidence, which itself has discerned and carefiiliy 
Weighed. Faith tberefcnre, oaust, in the nature of 
things, be our own act. As no one can see oc bear 
for us, M no one can believe for us. Faith too, 
^eonsideved as an act of the mind, is not voluntary* 
We can no more believe against evidence than we 
can withhold assent, when sufficient evidence is folly 
presented and dearly discerned by us. Nothing 
therefore can be more absurd, than any attempt to 
compel the mind in matters of faith. It is a vaia 
endeavor to usurp a right, which no person can, if he 
would, surrender. 

Besides, the rigl^ of private judgment, and of the 
religious freed<Hn inseparably connected with it, is 
not only distinctly affirmed in the Sacred Scriptures, 
but, the exercise of it, is there particularly enjoined. 
It is the belief of christians of all denominatiotts, that 
the Jewish and Christian Scriptures, CMitained in the 
Books commonly called die Old and New Testament 
ore the word of God. And k is the great priaciple of 
protestant christians, that this woid is the oaAy divine 
rule of faith and practice, and is, of rtseif, sufficient to 
make all, who truly receive it, wise unto salvation. 
This word contains a message from God, directed to 
every person that receives it And every sach person 
is required, by him veho delivered this message, to 
search it fw Idmself ; and he is encouraged so to do 
by promises of all needed assistance to enable him 
to understand k, to perceive its truth and exoellenoe^ 
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to feel its power and to partsdie of the blessings which 
it promises. ^' Search the Scriptures^ said the Sa- 
viour, for these are titey which testify of we. Why 
^ven of yourselves, judge ye not what is right? If 
any man will do his wUlhe shall know of the doctrine j 
whether it be of God or whether I speak of fnysdf. 
Be not ye called Rabbi j for one ts your master ^ even 
Christ, and all ye are brethren. Who art thou that 
judgest another man^s servant f to his own master he 
standetk orfalleth. Every one of us shall give an 
4iccount of himself to God. Prove all things j and 
hold fast that which is good. Believe not every spirit^ 
■' but try the spirits, whether they be of God, because 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. I 
speak unto wise men, judge ye what I say.^^ Such 
i)eing the language of Scripture in reference to this 
isubjecti according perfectly, with the best suggestions 
of our own minds, we feel that it is not only a 
natural right, but an imperative duty, to claim fer 
ourselves, and to allow to others, the right of private 
Judgment in all matters of religion and morality, and 
the liberty to express our religious sentiments^ and to 
act in conformity to them, without bein^ sul^ted 
on their account to any molestation, so long as our 
conduct is in the maia upright and we do not infringe 
upon the rights of others. 

lathis house, which, this day, we dedicate, may 
this religious liberty ever be asserted, faithfully defen- 
ded and fully enjoyed. May no creed of human 
authority here ever be imposed. May the conscience 
here never be insnared by subscription to articles of 
human fabrication. But may the simple declaration 
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of faith, that Jews w the Christ, the Son of God, of 
belief in the divine origin and authority of the Sacred 
Scriptures, accompanied with an avowal of a sincere 
desire to study, to understand, and to obey them, 
confirmed by an upright life and conversation, — 
procure for every one, that seeks it, free admission to 
all our religious privileges and to our christian fel- 
lowship. 

If, in the exercise of this liberty, any one should 
misinterpret the word of God, and imbibe erroneous 
religious sentiments ; for these errors, he is accounta- 
ble, to God only. He alone can judge how far errors 
of opinion are chargeable to negligence or an evil 
heart, or how far they are attributable to infirmity or 
to the unavoidable circumstances of one's condition. - 

We insist thus strenuously on the rights of con- 
science, not merely., because we bplieve that they are 
rights which ought not and indeed cannot be alienat- 
ed,, but because we are fiiUy persuaded that the full 
enjoyment of them will be greatly advantageous to 
the cause of religious truth. The knowledge of this 
truth is, of all other, most important to us. It should 
therefore be sought with the greatest diligenee. In 
the pursuit of it, the mind should be unembarrassed 
and unawed, and be indulged in the most free and 
fearless inquiry. 

Lastly. Another purpose, to which this house is 
dedicated, is the promotion of love and good will, of 
peace and happiness among men, through the influ- 
ence of the religious instructions, which may be dis- 
pensed, of the religious services, which may be per- 
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formed, and of the christian example, which, we 
hope, will be exhibited here. 

The natural relation, which subsists among us all, s 

as men, sprung from the same father, connected by 
one common nature, and by fellowship in the same 
common infirmities, necessities and wants, binds us 
to mutual love and kind offices, and to live in peace 
with each other. This is the law, which our nature 
and our condition imposes upon us. It has been 
justly observed, that " In the more circumscribed re- 
lations of life, the remembrance of kindred, or broth- 
erhood, of a common parent, and of a common family, 
tends, as it ought to do, to heighten the feelings of 
love and sympathy, and to soften the harsher passions 
which occasional disagreements might excite. Why 
should not a remembrance of the same kind, have the 
same effect with respect to the great brotherhood of 
mankind ?" 

. We are connected, however, by still closer bonds, as 
believers in the same religion, by the acknowledgment 
of the same Lord, as participators in the same blessed 
hopes ; and if christians indeed, we are children of 
God and joint heirs with Christ to the same glorious 
inheritance. The God whom we worship is love. 
He sent his Son into the world upon a mission of 
love. The blessings, which were proclaimed at his 
birth were peace on earth and good will to men. The 
spirit that breathes throughout the religion he estab- 
lished is a spirit of peace and love. His whole life 
was one continued exemplification of this spirit, and 
of all the virtues that are allied to it. Nothing did 
he inculcate more earnestly and more frequently 
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anKHig his disciples, than mutoal' love and kindness, a 
meek and forgiving disposition, and he has affirmed it 
K to be the distinctive badge of his true disciples, that 

the J love one another.- 

Were the whole christian world but animated with 
the spirit of the religion they profess, and conformed 
to the precepts and to the example of the master^ 
whom they own ; fancy could not picture a lovelier 
image of a happy society than they would present* 
Why should this picture exist only in the inmgination? 
May it not be a reality, and such a reality too, as our 
heavenly fether would have us to enjoy ? Indeed are 
not earnest efforts to attain such a condition^ fre^ 
quently and earnestly enjoined by the Saviour, as a 
duty incumbent upon all who bear his name ? Surely 
there must be something wrong in christians, if such 
be not their condition now. Either their knowledge 
of their religion and their faith in it must be very 
mperfect, or their feeling of the obligation of its 
precepts must be extremely languid and ineffectual. 

The kingdom of heaven, to which the hope of the 
christian is directed, is a kmgdom of love. There all 
are of one heart and soul. Love in its purest and 
Missful exercises constitute the happiness of that king- 
dom. Is this the ultimate object of our most ardent 
aspiraticms ? Why then may we not enjoy some 
foretaste of this happiness on earth ? It is here that 
our preparation for it must be made, our title to it 
secured. This preparation consists in acquuring the 
disposition and a resemblance to the character of the 
inhabitants of heaven. 
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To the cultivation then of this heavenly disposition 
and character in ourselve^r and to the promotion of H 
in others, we would dedicate this house. May a 
pure and fervent love to mankind breathe in all the 
religious instructions and services that msly be admio^ 
isterod here. May every rebuke of wickedneis»i) every 
reproof of thoughtlessness and vanity, every warning 
and alarm that may be sbunded in the ears of th^ 
worldly and sensual, the irrebgioits and impenitent^ 
appear evidently to proceed from a benevolent fideli£y 
to the souls of men. In meekness of wisdom and 
with the gentleness of Christy may the ignorant and 
erring, and those who oppose themselves, be instruct 
ted, convinced and sabdued. Here may the weak be 
affectionately encouraged ; the contrite said humbict 
the afflicted and desponding, comforted and revived) 
and the feet of every t)ne, led " in the Way of peace.^^ 

In the same spirit of love, may all, vvho shall come 
here to wc^ship, attend to the instructions, and unite 
m tibe Services of the sancttiary. When entering this 
hoase of the Lord, may all unkind and unfriendly 
feelings, all wrath and bitterness, With all malice, be 
banished froth •their bosoms. And While their minds 
are intent ^on the instructions^ or Absorbed in tibe 
dievout contemplation of the character kind the exasa^ 
pie of Jesus Christ, Biay their hearts feel kindling 
within them the same pure and benevolent spirit^ 
which animated him ; and, constrained by the love of 
Christ, may they go forth into the world glowing 
with a benevolent zeal for the promotion of the virtue^ 
the peace and happiness of the whole human family. 
3 
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Here too, may all of every name, who love the 
Lord Jesus in sincerity, who own him, as their 
Lord, and bow tq the authority of his word, find free 
and cordial admission to our fellowship in all our 
religious duties, privileges and enjoyments. Let no 
peculiarities in the religious opinions or religious ob- 
servances of other christians, exclude them from our 
t^ommunion, when they shall desire it ; nor operate, 
as a hindrance to our candour and kindness towards 
them. We should remember, that all sincere chris^ 
tians have enlisted under the same banner, acknowl- 
edge the same captain of their salvation, and although 
some of them may adopt a different dress ; prefer to 
shield themselves with some peculiarities in their 
armor, and prescribe to themselves some different 
services ; yet they are all fellow soldiers in the army 
of Christ ; all are engaged in the same spiritual war- 
fare ; contending against the same enemies ; striving 
for the same victory, and hoping for the same recom- 
pense. Let them then be regarded by us, ^^ not as 
strangers and foreigners^ but as fellow citizens with 
the saints and of the household of God?^ (Eph. ii. 19.) 

These, my friends, we believe to be the great 
principles and this the true spirit of our holy religion. 
Acting upon these principles, and animated by this 
spirit, we may hope to contribute something, indeed 
we shall contribute much to the promotion of the 
virtue, the peace and the happiness of mankind. We 
diall be among those divinely honoured and happy 
instruments, by whom God will fulfil that glorious 
prediction, ^^ the tabernacle of God shall be with 
men^ and he shall dwell with them and they shall be 
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his people f and God himself shall be with them and 
be their God.^^ (Rev. xxi.) " The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together ^ they shall not hurt nor de- 
stroy in all God^s holy mountain. The earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of God. (Isaiah xL 6. 8.) 
" And all flesh shall see his salvation. (Luke iii. 6.) 
For *Hf we love one another God dwelleth in w*, 
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and 
God in him.^^ (John iv. 12.) 

I have now stated some of the purposes, to the 
forwarding of which, we would dedicate this house, 
viz : the worship of the only true God, the instruction 
and improvement of mankind in piety and virtue ; the 
enjoyment and defence of religious liberty and the 
promotion of love, peace and happiness among men. 
These, we believe, to be among the most noble and 
benevolent purposes, which we can propose to our- 
selves. Let them then be the purposes of our hearts. 
Let each of us, my brethren, let every one cooperate 
in their promotion, else that blissful vision of human 
felicity, which antient seers, under the strong impulse 
of inspiration, have so glowingly described, will be to 
us but a vision, a vision yet for many days. 

Shall then the ardent hope which the church of 
God, for so many centuries, has cherished be still 
deferred ? Shall she yet longer in the anguish of her 
disappointment, be made to utter the plaintive cry 
" Lord^ how long P'' The reply, my brethren, is left 
with ourselves. God is ever ready to bless his ra- 
tional creatures, to conduct them to their proper 
perfection and happiness. The means of this happi- 



20 

nms he tias put into our hands, and he has pomised 
to bfess the faithful use of them* 

The subject) my brethren, iriiich has been ofiered 
to your attention, opens a wide field for observation ; 
a field which we should willingly still farther survey, 
were not our minds led back to reflections more 
immediately connected with the occasion* 

To the religious society, here assembled, to dedi-^ 
cate the house, which they have erected, the occasion 
is one of particular interest. You return this day, 
my friends, to the spot consecrated by the prayerib 
and religious services, of your fathers. You return 
to your home. On this occasion, the heart giv^ 
Itself up to the emotions of gratitude and joy. Yoor 
labours are finis^d, the temple is completed, and the 
soul is ready to pour forth the prayer: ^^Ari^enaw^ 
O Lordf inta ^y resty thou and the mk of thy 
strength ; ' let thy priests be dothed with righteous^ 
ness, find let thy saints shout far joy i^^ (Ps. cxii. 8, 8L) 

It would be a restraint upon the heart, which it 
could not easily endure, and an injustice, to which it 
would never consent, were we to refrain from ac^ 
knowledg4ng the mairfr causes, which, as a religious 
society, we have fbr gratitude and joy. The liberal 
assistance, which w^ have received from the generous 
contributions of our friends in the vicinity, and to 
which we are so greatly indebted for the neat and 
commodious house provided fbr us ; the excellence of 
the materials, which compose it ; the beauty and 
ihithfulness of the workmanship ; the exemplary up^ 
lightness, with which' his engagements were fulfilledi 
to whom the whole undertaking was entrusted ; the 
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hannony that has prevailed among aH^ who have been 
employed here, their preservation frcmi' any serious 
accident; and the general satisfaction with which 
their work, when comfdeted, has been reviewed ;'-^ 
these, are not the least, of the many causes of out 
joy and gratitude on this occasion. May they be an 
earnest of still richer blessings from the fountain of 
all good ; and engage cm hearts, to greater zeal and 
fidelity in his service. 

It may have been expected, on this occasion^ that 
there would be presented a brief history of this 
religious society. On the completion of the first 
<:entury after its formation, this was done.^ The 
events and circumstances, which have happened to it 
since that time, are too recent and familiar, to require 
narration. ' 

It may also have been expected, as pertinent to the 
occasion, that there would be given a statement of 
our views of the principale doctrines of Christianity. 
This also has already been done and published,! 
and so recei^tly^ that a repetiticm of it at this time^ 
it is believed, would neither be useful noff inter*- 
esting. Suffice it to say, that our views of the 
doctrines of Christianity, are, in our own opinion, the 
nearest approach to the original purity and simplicity 
of the Gospel, which has been made. As such, 
therefore, they are dear to us ; dear as are our hopes^ 
as is our being. We do not however presume that 
no errors cleave to us, or that we have discovered all 
the truth. Such arrogance is in direct opposition to 
the humble and truth loving spirit of the religion w^ 

* April m, 181S. t December, 1830. 
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believe. But we can sincerely affirm, our desire and 
readiness to renounce error, as soon as it is detected ; 
to embrace truth, as soon, as )it is [discovered by us, 
and, in the mean time^ diligently and faithfully to use 
all the means of doing both. More than this cannot 
reasonably be demanded of us ; and more than this we 
do not ask from others. If all christians, were to act 
from these principles, how rapid would be the pro- 
gress of truth ! how soon would all come "to the 
unity of the faith and to the knowledge of the Son of 
God.'' 

In conclusion : — 

Both the occasion, and the season, call upon our 
souls and all within us to bless that God, who has 
preserved us to this time ; who has ever made us the 
objects of his paternal care and goodness^ and brought 
us to a new division of time, and to new blessings 
and to new opportunities of servmg and enjoying him. 
The remembrance of the past, and the sense of the 
greatness of present blessings, may well fill our souls 
with gratitude and joy. To him, then, let them be 
lifted up in thankful adoration and fervent prayer. 
To his service let the life, the faculties, the health, 
and the blessings which he has so kindly continued, 
be henceforth devoted. 

While with filial piety and reverence we now 
dedicate this material edifice, which his goodness has 
provided for us, to the outward services of his relig- 
ion, may we at the same time consecrate to him our 
hearts. In each of them may he ever find a fit tem- 
ple for his spirit to dwell in. Here may he ever be 
enthroned. Here may we ever feel the holy, the 
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refreshing, the quickening influences of his presence, 
of his word and of his .spirit ; then shall we present to 
him the sacrifices of a humble and contrite heart ; the 
offerings of pure and fervent love, of filial submission 
and trust ; and of a most sincere, universal and faith- 
ful obedience. Thus shall we become fitted for 
'^ that building of God^ a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.^^ Amen. 
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